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I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
editorial board of KZV 
Times, Ms. Adina Haun, 
editor in chief, in particular, 
for a year full of creativity, 
collegiality, and fun. I could 
easily say that this was an 
experience through which I 
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learned a great deal about 
teamwork, meeting 
deadlines, and paying 
careful attention to detail.  
 
I suppose people who 
work together could 
always improve upon their 
ability to give each other a 
chance to speak and be 
listened to carefully. 
Shortage of time is often 
what compromises our 
wills and skills as good 
listeners, people who fully 
wait their turns and keep a 
sharp focus on what is 
being said.  
 
I feel very content about 
our successes as a team 
with KZV Times, and I am 

confident that next year Ms. 
Heinonen and Ms. Haun, 
along with many others, will 
do their best to build on the 
strengths of the foundations 
we have been able to lay 
down during this school year. 
Those who remain must 
make sure, however, that 
with Ms. Panossian’s 
retirement the Armenian 
section of the newsletter 
continues to feature articles 
of interest and relevance to 
the Armenian component of 
KZV’s curriculum and 
identity.  
 
My deepest gratitude goes to 
all our readers and writers, 
teachers, students, parents, 
and alumni, alike.  
 
Warmest Regards,  
Dr. Yeprem Mehranian 
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deepest gratitude goes 
to all our readers and 
writers, teachers, 
students, parents, and 
alumni, alike.�

�
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has been my joy to 
teach your children over 
the past 28 years and I 
feel honored that you 
have entrusted me with 
your children during 
their most formative 
years.��
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I feel sad upon leaving, 
overall I feel honored 
and grateful for so many 
positive experiences 
with generations of 
wonderful, life- giving 
students and their 
families.  �
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Editor’s Note:  an enduring and valuable trend the KZV teachers and administration 
espouse is the preparation of a Summer Reading Packet for each student.  All students 
must complete the required portion of the program, and will receive an extra bonus for 
doing supplemental reading as well.  Our First Grade teacher, Ms. Karen Huff, has written 
up some timely and excellent reading insights and tips for parents, ensuring a pleasurable 
and beneficial experience for all. 
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    There have always been many 
things competing for the attention 
of young children. Their world, 
after all, is relatively new and full 
of wonder. There is a lot to 
explore - what you can observe 
in nature, what you can do with 
your body, what you can create 
with your hands and mind. But 
now children are also drawn into 
the world of electronic media to 
an extent never before available. 
The instant action and short 
attention span required does not 
help to develop careful thought 
processes or imagination, but it’s 
easy, it’s fun, and it’s instantly 
gratifying.  
    The big difference between 
watching a movie and reading a 
book (other than condensation of 
text due to time restraints and 
reliance on visual input) is that in 
a movie, everything is shown to 
you. In a book, you are required 
to fill in the details, to paint your 
own mental pictures from the 
words you are given. Similarly, a 
child engaged in a non-electronic 
role playing game has to exercise 
a great deal more of her mental 
abilities than she would when the 
characters appear on a screen, 
as well as engaging in actual 
social interaction. 
    Every parent has heard the 
advice “Read to your child. Read 
with your child.” But as parents, 
and even as educators, we are 
sometimes confused by 
conflicting theories as to how to 
do that. Educators and parents 
alike have been subjected to a 
see-saw of opinion on whether 
children learn to read 
phonetically (breaking down 
sounds) or by whole language 
(learning to recognize words by 
sight and context). The reality is 
that either theory attempts to 
oversimplify a complex process 
that really involves both of those 

things for all children, with the 
balance differing a great deal from 
child to child. Here then, are a few 
humbly offered teacher tips on 
encouraging your child to love 
literature and become good at it. 
 
  

 
 
    When you read to your child, 
you take on the ancient and 
venerable role of storyteller. There 
is a great deal of emphasis today 
on “reading for comprehension”. 
Think about your goal. The very 
most important reasons for reading 
to children are to inspire them to 
love reading by sharing your own 
sense of magic and excitement in 
the stories, and to share a quality 
experience with your child. Young 
children value what their role 
models value to a great extent. If 
your child is read to, and sees you 
spending free time reading also, 
he will think reading is a desirable 
activity.  
    There are times in school when 
we are consciously teaching 
reading for comprehension. We 
may spend a lot of time asking 
students to predict, to infer, to 
explain, and to decide the author’s 
purpose. We may ask the child for 
ways to connect self-to-text, as in 
“Have you ever.....” In factual texts, 
we will be focusing on fine points 
of comprehension even more. But 
if you stop to question, analyze 
and discuss a story too much, you 
lose the thread of the story, you 
lose the rhythm and the magic. 
Too much discussion prevents the 

listener from getting lost in the 
story, which is the whole point. 
So when you read to your child, 
it’s fine to take the occasional 
comment, or to answer a 
question of “What does that word 
mean?” It’s fine to stop and ask if 
the child understands a word you 
feel may be outside her 
experience. But be wary of 
interrupting the story often. The 
goal is to inspire a love of 
reading, and like the ancient 
storyteller, you need to keep your 
audience enthralled. It’s okay if 
not every fine point is 
understood, it’s okay to leave 
some mystery. It’s even 
desirable. 
    Young children have two 
desires in literature. They want to 
explore new things, but they also 
love the comfort of the familiar 
and often develop favorite books 
to be read again and again. In 
my first grade class, I have a 
collection of tales from around 
the world to read to children.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
The class especially liked the 
story of Grandfather Bear. He 
wakes up too early in spring and 
is roaring and wailing repeatedly 
“I’m so hungry!” each time he 
fails to find the hoped for food. A 
little chipmunk comes to his aid. I 
read with a lot of animation and 
the students now ask for that 
story whenever I read something 
else in the book. 
     

Cont. on next page 
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 They all join in with roars and wails 

of “I’m so hungry!” at the 
appropriate spots. They especially 
enjoy doing this just before lunch! 
Repetition also helps children 
develop confidence with both 
vocabulary and word recognition. 
When we read from our basal 
reading books in class, the story 
goes through at least three 
readings. I will read it to them as 
they follow along. The next day, 
we’ll take turns, each student 
reading a page. The day after, 
students will break into pairs and 
read the story to each other. This 
kind of partner reading can be a 
very non-threatening way to 
encourage the child to read when 
you are sharing a book you’ve read 
before. “I’ll read a page to you, then 
you read a page to me” feels much 
less like being put on the spot to 
many emerging readers. 
 
    When your child reads to you, it 
is fine to ask him to sound out a 
word to try to figure it out, if it’s a 
pretty conventional sound and 
you’re not asking too often. A word 
of praise or affirmation for figuring it 
out is reinforcing. If the sound 
pattern is difficult, it’s fine to 
practice that. “Th” sounds in 
English, for example, are difficult for 
many second language students. If 
a student is pausing to try to figure 

out too many words, she will lose 
the meaning of what is being read. 
So remember, too, that it is also 
okay to just tell the child what the 
word is. It will be easier and more 
encouraging for a child to read 
something that is familiar if the 
child is having difficulty. A good 
rule of thumb is to figure that if a 
child is unfamiliar with three words 
on a random page of a picture 
book or five in a chapter book; it’s 
too hard a reading level. Letting 
the child know you enjoyed being 
read to is also reinforcing, and 
asking him to read to younger kids 
is a win-win strategy. 
     
    A lot has been said about the 
importance of reading levels and 
scaffolding. Scaffolding is the idea 
that you carefully help someone up 
to the next level, so new material 
should be neither too easy, nor too 
much more difficult than what they 
have mastered. This is important 
in helping children choose books. 
Some kids like to pick only books 
that are very easy for them to 
read, or that they love from long 
familiarity, even though the book 
may be too “babyish”. Motivations 
are usually expressed as “I love 
this book!” or “It’s so cute!” or “I 
like to pat the bunny, or look at the 
pop-ups, or.....” I think the 
reasonable compromise here is to 

let the student have that one if they 
also pick one more age and skill 
appropriate. On the other end of the 
spectrum, some students really like 
to get books that are too hard for 
them to read. Sometimes the 
motivation is subject matter, 
particularly if the book is about 
natural science, or cars or any 
subject of interest and has difficult 
text but a lot of pictures. As long as 
the student is also reading some 
more manageable things, I would not 
discourage this, or the practice of 
sometimes choosing more difficult 
chapter books to read with a parent. 
The challenge may give a sense of 
accomplishment and discovery to 
some students. If it results in 
discouragement and frustration, the 
child should be redirected to easier 
books. Honoring your child’s 
interests is important, and your public 
library is an excellent place to let the 
student explore those interests. 
      A diary or a notebook where 
students can tell their own stories in 
words and illustrations is another 
great way to encourage a love of 
literature. Even though many primary 
students find writing and grammar 
rules challenging, most of them love 
doing it on their own.  
 
    As parents and educators who 
want the best for our children, the 
real challenge with literacy is to make 
it as rewarding as chasing butterflies, 
playing soccer or hooking up the wii. 
I hope this short discussion of 
techniques has helped. 
  

First grade has been doing a lot of 
hands-on science this spring. We 
went to Lake Merced, collected 
small treasures, wrote reports and 
made posters. We have gone 
outside to observe our shadows at 
different times of the day and to 
break light into its separate 
components with prisms. We will 
be learning about motion and 
magnetism next. 

 
Students are working more in 
their journals and have written 
haiku to go in the next Bugle. 
We have finished the basal 
readers, our English books, 
phonics, social studies  and 
spelling, and are exploring more 
advanced things. We will be 
doing cross-curricular studies 
(ELA and Science) with books 

about astronomy and about 
Humphrey, the lost whale. 
 
In math, students have 
learned to measure in inches 
and centimeters, use 
fractions and begin working 
with two digit numbers. Now 
everyone is excitedly 
counting down to our last 
perfect homework ice cream 
party and the last day of 
school!  
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I attended KZV from kindergarten 
until 8th grade and graduated in 
2006. I spent 9 great years at KZV 

where I was able to develop close 
relationships with my fellow 
classmates and was able to get the 
one-of-a-kind education that one 
receives at this school. The most 
memorable moment of mine at KZV 
was definitely the first trip the school 
undertook to Armenia and visiting 
many historical sites, such as Khor 
Virap and Etchmiadzin. It was this 
trip that really put all of the 
educational experience I had 
received at KZV in a 3D perspective 
and made it come to life before my 
eyes. 
 
After middle school I went to Lowell 
High School, which was a drastic 
change of pace since my class’ size 
was now a bloated 700 instead of a 
small 14. However, even with only a 
few other Armenians attending, I 
was able to get by and make many 
new friends. I recommend Lowell 
High School to anybody. It is 
challenging, but rewarding. 
 

I have been able to stay within the 
KZV community by tutoring students 
and by going most days to pick up 
my brother, Matthew, who is now in 
second grade.  I have always thought 
of this school as my second home 
and by keeping friendship ties and 
volunteering I will never have to 
leave it, or at least delay the 
inevitable. 
 
Though I have a year left to change 
my mind, I am pretty much set on a 
career path towards archaeology. 
Ms. Haun and Ms. Kostanian can tell 
you that I am a history person, so 
this comes off as no surprise to 
many.  My relative command of world 
history, as well as my specialized 
knowledge of Armenian history, with 
its roots in my education at KZV, will 
be especially useful in this field. I 
also will probably enjoy the teaching 
aspect of an archaeological career 
since I have always wanted to 
educate people about history. 
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Another successful 
Grandparents’ Day was 
held on Wednesday, May 
13th.  It was very exciting 
for the children to have 
their grandparents visit the 
school.  They enjoyed 
morning treats in the Hall 
before proceeding to the 
various classrooms.  In the 
classrooms they were 
introduced to their 
grandchildren’s’ 
classmates and were given 
a taste of the academic 
experience.  Many were 
able to stay and have a 
special lunch with their 
grandchildren.  It was a 
most pleasurable day for 
everyone! 
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The fifteenth annual 
Olympic Day was held on 
Friday, May 15th at the 
Westlake Parks and 
Recreation field.  The Day 
was orchestrated by our 
beloved physical education 
teacher, Ms Banklian.  The 
success of the Day 
depended on the wonderful 
teamwork of about 30 
parents, 2 alumni students, 
all the teachers, and the 
administration.  The 
students were organized 
into 16 teams of mixed 
grade levels.  The students 
enjoyed 8 games divided 
into 8 rounds.  Prior to the 
games everyone feasted 
on a delicious lunch 
provided by the PTA, 
culminating in watermelon 
after the games.  For two 
hours the park was alive 
with the joyous sounds of 
children enthusiastically 
participating in fun sport 
activities. 
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It’s with deep regret that I 
must say farewell to the 
K.Z.V. community that I 
have loved being part of for 
the past twenty five years.  
There are too many people 
to acknowledge 
individually, so I want to 
express my feelings to 
everyone who has been 
part of my life at school and 
home.  Although I feel sad 
upon leaving, overall I feel 
honored and grateful for so 
many positive experiences 
with generations of 
wonderful, life- giving 
students and their families.  
I would like to thank each 
one of the principals and all 
the teachers I have been 
privileged to work along 

side and learn from.  The pain I 
feel leaving K.Z.V. has been 
eased by the out poring of love 
and support from our alumni 
and current students, parents, 
teachers, and my own family 
and extended family members.  
I’m looking forward for the next 
chapter in my life which will 
include new challenges and 
rewards.  K.Z.V. will have a 
special place in my heart 
forever.  It is my highest 
aspiration that we can over 
come our immediate 
difficulties.  Let’s have K.Z.V 
thrive for at least another 
twenty five years.  May God 
Bless you All.  
 

Love, 
 
Mrs. Armenouhi Banklian 
Health and Physical Education 
Instructor 
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From May 5 to May 8, Mr. 
Orr and his fifth grade students had 
the pleasure of attending an 
outdoor science school in the 
beautiful Santa Cruz Mountains. 
This science school is hosted by 
the YMCA at Camp Campbell, 
located in Boulder Creek, 
California. At this camp, the fifth 
grade students were divided into 
cabins and field study groups that 
would be filled with students from 
other schools from around 
California. This camp focuses on 
social interactions, science 
curricula, and giving students a 
real-life look at the science 
concepts they had studied in 
school.   

Students enjoyed a wide 
variety of activities while at camp. 
They sang songs about various 
nature entities, including the 
banana slug and rocks! It was 
exciting to see the students come 
out of their shells as they danced 
and sang along. The students also 
enjoyed games, such as Capture 
the Flag and Extreme Ga-Ga Ball, 
that encouraged team work. Many 
of the games reinforced science 
principles and let students pretend 
to be animals in the wild, such as 
“Camouflage” and “Predator and 
Prey”. These games were an 
exciting way to learn science and a 
way to encourage students to 
interact with students they didn’t 
know! Hikes were also used to 
teach science principles. Students 

went on day and night hikes, 
which allowed their field leaders 
to discuss different nature ideas 
in different settings and times of 
the day. These hikes allowed the 
leaders to point out different 
things along the way, and the 
hikes allowed the students to eat 
different wild plants! All of these 
activities reinforced science 
principles in the real-world! 

At camp, students were 
able to work on socialization and 
responsibility. Students had to 
ensure that their cabins were 
clean, that they took care of their 
things, and clean up the tables 
and dining hall after dinner! They 
did all of these things while 
spending time with students from 
other schools, which allowed 
them to discover other students 
and ways of thinking! Students 
had to work together with 
students that they had never met, 
which was challenging. In the 
end, the students exchanged 
phone numbers and emails, 
which showed how well the 
students interacted with other 
schools, despite the hesitance in 
the beginning! 

Overall, our students had 
an amazing time at camp, 
learning while having fun! Below 
are some bulleted highlights! 

 

·  Lisabelle and Arpi helped 
lead the camp in song! 

·  Anthony and Herag were 
awarded the green slips for 
their cabin (The highest 
reward for good behavior 
throughout the week!) 

·  Mr. Orr falling on some 
stairs and bruising his rear! 
(This made the kids laugh!) 

·  The students all performed 
skits at the end of the week 
in front of the whole camp! 

·  Students climbed on the 
climbing wall! 

·  Herag, Anthony, and Mr. 
Orr dominated the “Capture 
the Flag” game with painted 
faces! 

·  No one got hurt or became 
sick! (Well, except for 
homesickness!) 

·  Students caught things from 
the San Lorenzo River and 
identified them! 

·  The Night Hike was 
incredible and we didn’t 
even use flashlights! 
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On May 29th, 2009 the 7th and 8th 
grade students of Krouzian-
Zekarian-Vasbouragan Armenian 
School experienced an 
unforgettable day at Fresno. The 
trip was one of the educational 
trips organized by the School’s 
Armenian Department.  
The day had started very early on 
for the students and the 
accompanying teachers and 
parents who had to gather at KZV 
in order to begin their daily trip on 
a school bus where they played 
educational games and had 
discussions about the first 
Armenian community in California. 
After a long journey, the first stop 
of the group was the Charley 
Keyan Armenian Community 
School. The students were able to 
visit the classrooms and mingle 
with their new friends, during the 
recess. It was very rewarding to 
see how the students of KZV and 
Charley Keyan were bonding, 
despite the short period of time 
they had together. The next stop 
was at the Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church. Father Vahan Kostanian narrated the detailed history of the 

church as well as of the individuals 
who had contributed to the 
organization of the Armenian 
community in Fresno when they first 
immigrated to California. The 
students were very interested in 
finally visiting the places they had 
learned about during the Armenian 
Social Studies classes. Moreover, 
they had the chance to see a 
collection of Holy Books and 
manuscripts some of which had 
survived the Armenian Genocide.  
After lunch time, students had the 
chance to visit the statue of Davis of 
Sassoon and of William Saroyan. 
Two important figures they had 
learned about during the Armenian 
Methology and Armenian Literature 
classes. Finally, the group visited the 

tombstone of one of our national 
heroes; Soghomon Tehlirian. 
During the visit, students had the 
chance to hear first hand stories 
about the life of Soghomon 
Tehlirian during his stay in 
California. Finally, they paid their 
tribute by allocating flowers at 
his tombstone.  
The daily trip ended in the late 
afternoon. Students were thrilled 
to have visited Fresno with their 
classmates. It was an 
experience that should be 
repeated every year to bring our 
students closer to the history of 
the first Armenians in California. 
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Greetings Parents! 
 
Welcome to our final installment of 
the PreK newsletter. We have done 
so much this past year that it 
seems we would slow down a bit 
for May and June…not a chance! 
 
Our butterflies have finally emerged 
from their cocoons! We watched 

them grow and after ten days, we 
released them out in our school 
garden. Watching their 
transformation was a real treat and 
we felt proud to have taken care of 
them. 
 
We celebrated Mother’s Day by 
making cards and our now 
infamous PreK Mother’s Day T-
shirts! We also had a wonderful 
Grandparents Day with lots and lots 
of grandparents in attendance! 
They listened to us sing songs, 
recite poems, and they even ate 
lunch with us. It was so nice to 
celebrate our grandparents and 
show them how much we love 
them. 
 
Father’s Day is also around the 
corner! We have some wonderful 
surprises in store for our Dads and 
can’t wait for Father’s Day to arrive! 
 
Sophene just turned three in May 
and we will celebrate her birthday, 
along with Arthur’s, in June! We are 
so excited!  
 
We have quite a few birthdays over 
the summer and wish we could 
celebrate them in the classroom but 
we will definitely be thinking of you 
on your special days Nareg, 
Michelle, Nare, Shant, and Arda! 
We hope your birthdays are lots of 
fun! 
 

We’ve also been watching the 
marigolds that we planted grow big 
and strong. The best part is that we 
get to take them home and plant 
them in our gardens at home! 
 
May was a wonderful month for us 
as we celebrated Armenian 
Independence Day with some of 
the many poems we have learned 
throughout the year. We felt proud 
to celebrate our rich Armenian 
history, knowing that Armenians all 
over the world were celebrating 
along with us. 
 
We have a few June events 
coming up. First, on June 5th, we’ll 
be visiting the San Francisco Zoo! 
We are so excited to see all the 
amazing animals that call the zoo 
home. We’re also going to ride a 
Merry-Go-Round and sit on the 
Zoo Train! It’s going to be an 
exciting day! 
 
We also have our Year End 
Hantess coming up. We really don’t 
want to say too much about it and 
ruin the surprise but we guarantee 
you’ll love it! 
 
And finally, as you all know, this 
will be my last year as the PreK 
Director. It has been my joy to 
teach your children over the past 
28 years and I feel honored that 
you have entrusted me with your 
children during their most formative 
years. I have even had the 
opportunity to teach the children of 
my former students. It has been an 
amazing journey. 
 
With that, I’d like to thank my Room 
Mothers, Salpi Aristakessian, and 
Wafa Bezdjian for their never 
ending energy and support. It has 
been a wonderful year and I could 
not have asked for two better 
mothers. Thank you. 
 
Wishing all of you a very safe and 
happy summer and much success 
for the future.  
 
With much love, I hope all of you 
continue to “Learn As You Play”. 
 


