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After nearly two years of
intensive preparation, the
administration, teachers,
staff, students, parents,
and community members
of KZV hosted the visitation
of WASC (Western
Association of Schools and
Colleges) accreditation
team in early-March. The
team originally consisted of
three members, one of
whom became ill and was
not present, from three Bay
Area public and private
schools.

We had sent copies of
WASC self-study
document to the team
members several weeks
before their visit. After
examining the self-study,

| was recently introduced
to the work of renowned
educator Paulo Freire
(1921-1997). What
follows is a brief
introduction to Freire’s
seminal work, The
Pedagogy of the
Oppressed. As a direct
experience of extreme
childhood deprivation in

visiting classrooms, and
holding numerous
meetings and interviews at
our school, the committee
presented commendations
and recommendations to
staff, which will
subsequently be passed
on to the Accrediting
Commission for Schools
for review.

The WASC visiting team
praised KZV for providing
a quality and balanced
educational experience for
all students and stated that
our ESLR’s were “alive” at
KZV. The team was
favorably impressed by
our students and their
manners. They
commented on the warm

1930’s Brazil, he vowed to
devote his life to
empowering individuals
through methods tailored
to free people from the
confining bonds of
oppression. The first full
expression of his
methodology was in his
doctoral dissertation at the
University of Recife in
1959. He was briefly jailed

$%

atmosphere at KZV and its
positive effect on everyone at
the school as well as on
themselves as visitors. They
felt that there was a
graciousness that the school
and the whole community
provided. The team also
noted the advantage of KZV's
bilingual and bicultural
environment.

The accreditation
commission which assesses
school performance has not
yet presented KZV with its
certification rating. We will
hear from them sometime in
May.

We are so please that
everyone’s hard work was so
well received by the WASC
team.

Many thanks to all who
worked on this very important
KZV self-study! We sincerely
appreciate your dedication
and unconditional support.

in 1964 as his work was
viewed by military coup
leaders as a threat to the
old order. From Brazil he
migrated to Chile, where
he worked for UNESCO
for five years, followed by
stints in the United States
(Harvard University).
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Although Freire initially
developed his ideas while
working with illiterate peasants in
Brazil, his view of education as a
transformative and liberating
vehicle, apply as much to our
advanced technological society
as to the more agrarian society of
Brazil. He envisioned education
as a means to transform
individuals from powerless pawns
in exploitive systems (Objects), to
self-directing individuals who
positively impact their
environments (Subjects). Human
beings from every stratum of
society may experience a loss of
dignity as they struggle to find
their authentic voice in what
Freire characterized as the
“culture of silence”, a tool of
domination and repression.

His ideas and methods were a
radical departure from the
educational norms of the day, and
are still greatly divergent from
most current educational
philosophical systems. His work
has not only been concerned with
educational systems, but also with
how free individuals create their
history, thereby contributing to
their national development. His is
a marriage between mastering
elements of language
(reading/writing) and the bestowal
of selfhood on individuals who are
able to positively shape their
environments. There is a tendency
for the freed oppressed to become
oppressors themselves. This
outcome must be resisted, as the
goal is for the liberation of both the
oppressed and the oppressors.

Freire was able to envision the
means to achieve a world more
beautiful, less discriminatory,
more democratic, and humane.
Hopefully, this brief introduction
has whetted your curiosity to
learn in greater detail about the
ideas of this notable educator. A
collaborative effort by my will
address this task in a future
newsletter article later this
academic year.

Kzv 6" and 7" graders
have been working together
once a week reading the book
Facing the Lion, an
autobiography written by
Joseph Lemasolai Lekuton.
This book tells the story of
Joseph, a Maasai, and his
childhood in Kenya and how he
became an esteemed teacher
here in the United States.

During the reading we
discussed different themes in
the autobiography and when
we were finished with the book
we began working on dioramas
based on these studied
themes. Along with the
dioramas the students also had
to write an essay developing
and discussing their
understanding of the featured
themes.
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On Tuesday, March 3, the
students all presented their
dioramas along with a
Kenyan breakfast of hot milk
and yams. Our Kenyan
guest of honor Ms. Kimuyu
spoke about the Maasai and
answered the many
guestions asked by our
curious and interested
children.

ASANTI! To our guest of
honor, Ms. Kimuyu and the
6" and 7" grade students for
a job well done.

March

"y

As part of one of KZV’s
project for the academic year
of 2008-09, the KZV middle
school students are
participating in the
Hamazkayin Radio Hour
program on a monthly basis.
This program grants our
students the opportunity to
speak and express their
ideas and opinions in
Armenian.

So far, we have been able to
present two sessions; the
first one, focusing on the
Armenian Christmas
traditions, was aired in the
month of January, whereas
the second program,
dedicated to Vartanantz, was
aired in February.

You can listen to the

Hamazkayin Radio program
on Saturday mornings from
9am to 10am on 90.3FM, or

online at: www.kusf.org. In
order to follow the KZV

Student program, please stay

tuned on our website;
www.kzv.org or read the
announcements sent by the
KZV Administration.

Saturday
CULTURAL
12am: Time Warp

alian Culture
Around the Bay
9am: Hamazkavin Armenian
Hour
10am: I Heart Organics
10:30am: The NY Met Opera
Z:30pm: Adventures in Feng
Shui

LISTEN NOW SGHEDULE PLAYLISTS

san franclsco

KUSF Program Guide
Winter 2009

A replay of the student
program will soon be
available on the school's
website.

We thank all Hamazkayin
members and the Armenian
community for their support,
and we hope your feedback
and opinion will help us
improve our newly launched
project.
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| left the halls of KZV in 1998 when
| graduated with 19 of my nearest
and dearest friends, most of whom
| often refer to lovingly as my
family. The 11 years | spent at
KZV were by far, my most
formative and the impact they
have had on my growth, as an
adult cannot be overstated. | can
definitively say that KZV has
shaped my perspectives, positively
influenced my life and had a
pivotal hand in the direction my
future would take-- more than any
educational institution | have yet
attended.

It was the time spent with teachers
like Mrs. Garabedian, Mr.
Panossian, and Mr. Khachaturian
that helped cultivate a sincere
curiosity in the complex history of
our collective identity, as individual
Armenians and the nationhood our
diaspora is so deeply a part of. It
was in our classrooms where | first
began to understand the genocide
as one dark chapter out of an
otherwise long and illustrious
history, but still a chapter where
the lessons of international politics,
ethnic conflict, and security studies
could intertwine in so ghastly a
manner so as to result in the
attempted eradication of our
people. It was in these
classrooms where my interest in
international politics was piqued,
seeking for a true understanding of
how issues of the international
scene affect us so deeply on the
local and personal level.

Upon graduating from KZV, |
attended Junipers Serra High
School in San Mateo, where |
received a Catholic education
rooted in empathy for our fellow
man, social justice, and morality.
After graduating from Serra High
School | attended Foothill College
for two years attending honors
history seminars on Central Asia
and Eastern Europe and the

Balkans. These subjects spurred
me to continue my education in
International Relations where history
so deeply impacts the perspectives
of the present and can be useful for
attaining the resolutions to the
problems of tomorrow. After
transferring to University of
California, Davis and enrolling in the
International Relations program, |
chose to study abroad in Budapest
Hungary. This decision cemented
lifelong friendships with Hungarians,
Romanians, Serbs, Croats, Kosovar
Albanians, and Bosniacs, thereby
enriching my stay into a three
dimensional experience of the
region.

Since graduating from UC Dauvis |
have begun teaching in the private
and public school systems. My first
assignment was at the Vacaville
Unified School district, where |
taught in an after school science
program geared to preparing
students for next years science
curriculum through interactive
engagement. Since then | have
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taught the past two summers at
Johns Hopkins University — Center
for Talented Youth summer camp
program. | plan to return to this
program for the upcoming summer. |
also intend to serve as an assistant
Instructor for the International Politics
course located at Skidmore
University.

Currently, in tangent with teaching 7"
and 8" grade Social Studies at KZV,
| am completing my Masters degree
in International Relations at San
Francisco State University. My
research focus for my culminating
thesis is on the framing of the
Karabakh Movement in 1988. My
paper, “The Framing of his Flock:
Armenian Religious Authority, the
Karabakh Movement and the Use of
Narrative” has been accepted to be
presented in November of this year
on a “Nationalism and the Post-
Soviet Periphery” panel at an
academic conference hosted by
Harvard’'s Ford Center for Russian
and Eurasian Studies. It is my
sincere hope that my students take
what they have learned at KZV,
either in my or my colleague’s
classes, and continue on their
individual paths of discovery. No
matter what school the students go
to the books will be the same;
success is your prerogative! Find out
what makes you curious and keep
digging and always be sure that you
become the best at what you do. |
can’t wait to hear of your resounding
successes. | have observed it in the
classroom and | know that it will just
be a matter of time!




Raffi Bandarian was a student at
KzZV from 1995 to 2005. Several
short years since, it sounds a bit
hard to believe that he is already
preparing to attend college. Clearly,
the time span that separates early
adolescence from the threshold of
nascent adulthood is shorter than
we think! Therefore, when
September 2009 rolls around Raffi
will begin his studies at San
Francisco State University where
he has been accepted to pursue a
degree in engineering.

| first met Raffi when he came to
the office to talk to me about his
intention to do an internship at KZV.
Raffi is a senior at the City Arts and
Technology High School in San
Francisco where project-based
learning, in this instance through
experiential assignments in schools
throughout the city, seems to be the
norm. Raffi chose KZV as the site
of his internship, “Work Learning
Experience”, because he wanted to
see how it would feel to return to a
place where he spent many
memorable days as a child and
young adolescent. | shall leave it to
this well-measured and
unpretentious, yet self-confident,
KZV alumnus to share with us his
reflections on his alma mater—then
and now—when he gets his own
chance to feature himself in the
April 2009 issue of KZV Times.
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Despite a relatively short
timeframe—October-February—
Raffi’s internship was designed to
encompass a wide range of
responsibilities. Once a week,
during his designated day on
campus, Raffi's routine was to
assist teachers in their
classrooms, help out in the office,
work on a video about school life
at KZV, and join the middle school
students in the lunchroom and in
the yard during recess. In all of
this it was very interesting to
observe how easily Raffi seemed
to crisscross the perceived
margins that separate the present
from the past in the human mind,
by carrying out his assignments
with a vested sense of
accountability in one moment, and
then, inadvertently, by turning
around and joining his younger
playfellows with the kind of
frivolity, which is so indicative of
the shifting nature of adolescence
development, in another. | suspect
that Raffi also looked upon the
opportunity to return to KZV as
one which allowed him to reunite
with his former teachers and
schoolmates in an atmosphere of
Armenian kinship, and, as a
function of the latter, of family-
style care, protection, and comfort.

One of the highlights of Raffi's
internship was the roughly twenty-
minute long video he shot and
edited single-handedly. It provides
the viewers with snapshots of the
various stages of a typical day at
KZV. At a time when we needed
the students in our sister school,
in Oshagan Armenia, to get a
flavor of how their Armenian-
American peers are schooled,
Raffi rose up to the occasion with
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his characteristically willing
attitude. The school’s need and
his multiple interests and skills
converged, making it possible
for a fittingly symbolic
connection to be established
between a KZV alumnus, who
had returned to his childhood
home for an internship, and
Armenia, the avowed homeland
of his ancestors. Only a few
days ago, when | called Raffi to
ask a few questions to help with
the writing of this article, his
need to know the reception
given his video at Oshagan
reminded me of yet another
noteworthy characteristic of this
aspiring young man, an
awareness of how important it is
to follow up on work that has
been accomplished as well work
that remains in process.

| am very pleased to have had
the opportunity to advise this
resilient, well-meaning, and
linguistically and culturally well-
rounded young Armenian-
American in his internship at
KZV. The fact that Raffi is an
alumnus makes it absolutely
necessary that the gains of this
experience are put to use in
initiating yet another stage of
cooperation between him and
his alma mater. Also, the fact
that very soon Raffi will be
attending classes right across
the street from our campus,
adding new layers of knowledge
to the foundations he was able
to establish for himself while a
student at KZV, is a hopeful sign
that our partnership will not only
continue to thrive, but will also
serve as an impetus for other
alliances between Northern
California’s only Armenian-
American School and its
graduates. With these thoughts
in mind | would like to wish Raffi
Bandarian much success in his
future educational and social
endeavors.
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Hello, parents! March
has been quite the
month for science
experiments!

With the arrival of
spring, we have

I # $% S e?(plored Fhe concept of

& " # $%SS air and wind. To help us
understand these

%' (! *+, - *+/ 0 concepts, we have been

very busy making our
very own windsocks,
kites, and pinwheels!
We decorated them and
used them in our play
yard to understand that
even though we can’t
see air, it is always all
around us!

We even learned that moving air is called wind and we used the wind to help us fly our
kites, spin our pinwheels, and make our windsocks dance.

For our Easter projects, we've made bunny, chick, and duck puppets. We've made
Easter baskets and hats in preparation for our

In celebration of the first day of spring, we planted lentils and grass. It's so much fun to
watch them grow every day!

big Easter party on April 3. We are each going to color our very own Easter egg! All part
& ( time students are welcome to attend on April 3.

Until next month, have a very safe and Happy Easter. Enjoy your Easter break and we’ll
see you all back at school April 14™
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The Editorial Board welcomes comments and suggestions from all readers. We are especially interested
to receive feedback on the new addition to each newsletter, Quote of the Month (under the masthead).

Thanks!




